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Waterbeach Parish Council 
Dogs on Waterbeach Recreation Ground 
For a very long time the Parish Council has received representations from parishioners about the 

issue of dogs on the Recreation Ground. The matter tends to divide opinion with some wanting to 

see a complete ban while others point out that it is a wide open space where well-behaved dogs 

should be allowed to run freely. 

Pretty well all the complaints boil down to two issues 

1. Dogs who leave messes which are not picked up by owners 

2. Dogs who appear to behave aggressively and frighten others (especially children) and in 

some cases other dogs 

In order to try to understand the issues the Parish Council created a short questionnaire to ascertain 

the views of members of the public on this issue. The questionnaire has been made available online 

as well as on paper in the Newsletter and a number of responses have been received and analysed. 

A preliminary report was presented to the Council at their October 2014 meeting and is available on 

the website at 

http://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents//Reports/Council/Reports141007/Dog

s%20on%20Recreation%20Ground%20-%20preliminary%20report.pdf. Since then more replies have 

been received, and they simply go to reinforce some of the conclusions of that report. 

We would like to emphasise that the production of the questionnaire does not imply that the Parish 

Council intends to take any specific action. However, public pressure means that we have to react 

and that the situation needs proper debate. 

Results from the questionnaire 
The questionnaire had 245 valid responses of which 200 (82%) were online. Some concern had been 

expressed that the nature of the online questionnaire meant that people having strong views might 

make multiple responses and so distort the final outcome. In order to test this the proportion of 

responses choosing ‘No change’ (see below) was compared for the paper and online responses. The 

online responses had 47% voting for this option and the paper responses 57%. Given the size of the 

samples this does not appear to be a very significant difference (although detailed statistical tests 

have not been carried out) so for the rest of this report we shall ignore the difference and assume 

that all responses are genuine. 

All respondents were asked to say whether or not they were dog owners so that the results could be 

broken down to see if there was any difference. Roughly 70% of those responding were dog owners 

and of those about 75% answered ‘Yes’ to the question ‘Do you exercise them on Waterbeach 

Recreation Ground?’. 

We also asked how many had experienced any issues with dogs running free. 39 respondents (16%) 

said they had with virtually all of them referring to dogs coming up to them and their behaviour 

being interpreted as aggressive. A typical comment was: 

 Dog allowed to run free and out of control charging over from over from over 100 yds. 

Would not have been comfortable had I had young children with me 

http://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents/Reports/Council/Reports141007/Dogs%20on%20Recreation%20Ground%20-%20preliminary%20report.pdf
http://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents/Reports/Council/Reports141007/Dogs%20on%20Recreation%20Ground%20-%20preliminary%20report.pdf
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Respondents were asked their reaction to the possibility of changing the rules and given three 

options. The responses were as follows 

 All respondents Dog Owners 

Ban dogs completely 26% 11% 

Dogs on leads at all times 23% 18% 

No change (dogs under control) 49% 69% 

No response 2% 1% 

Not surprisingly, perhaps, among the dog owners, well over half voted for ‘No change’. However, 

taking into account all responses, the ‘No change’ option is still the highest individual choice. 

Among those respondents who said they had experienced problems with other dogs the proportions 

were: 

 Respondents who had 
experienced problems 

Ban dogs completely 33% 

Dogs on leads at all times 38% 

No change (dogs under control) 28% 

No response - 

It is perhaps not surprising that in this group the ‘No change’ option received the lowest support. 

We asked those responding to the questionnaire to provide details of any problems they had met 

relating to dogs. The responses reflect precisely the issues mentioned above with some specific 

owners being mentioned (but not named) in a number of responses. Besides the large number of 

responses complaining about dog mess there are a number of complaints both from dog owners and 

non-owners about animals not under proper control. Some typical responses: 

 My children and I have been bothered by dogs running around off their leads.  Also we 
always have to be very careful of where we walk/cycle, because some owners do not clear 
up after their dogs. 

 Dogs not on leads  running away from their owner and up to a child with me who is terrified 
of dogs 

 My son was chased by *** off the lead. The owner was very aggressive when asked if he 
could call them off so reported to police. I have personally been chased by many dogs who 
were off the lead while I have been running on rec but didn't bother me as they weren't 
aggressive. Regularly see dog poo but also see many owners picking it up. 

 Had dogs jump up me and frighten my grandchild 
 
Finally, we asked for any other comments. They varied considerably and some typical comments are: 

 Car dyke is right next to the rec, people only have to walk a little further and their dogs can 

run free without upsetting anyone. Fines should be introduced for any caught with their dog 

off the lead 

 The recreation ground is for all members of the community, not just sports players. Dog 

owners who don't clear up after their dog should be fined, the threat isn't enough you have 

to actually enforce it! 

 The vast majority of dog owners who walk their dogs on the rec are responsible people who 

keep their dogs under control and pick up their dog's faeces. Dog walking during the am and 

pm are often sociable times which enhance community spirit in Waterbeach. 
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 Please don't demonise dogs and make yet another exercise space unavailable to them 

because of the actions of a few irresponsible owners.  

 Maybe provide another area specifically for dogs?  With instructions and posters at entrance 

about the by-laws relating to clearing up dog mess. 

 I saw a dog owner with her dog on a lead being pestered by a dog that was totally out of 

control. 

All the comments have been put into a spreadsheet and are available on request (although some 

have been edited when they refer to specific owners). 

Conclusions 
It is clear both from the responses to the questionnaire and observation from the Parish Office that 

dog walking on the Recreation Ground is a social activity greatly appreciated by many parishioners. 

One comment neatly summarises this. 

 Walking your dog on the rec provides a great social meeting place if you live on your own. I 

met a lot of lovely people when I was on my own after I decided to have a dog 

However it is also clear that a minority of dog owners cause problems for both other dog walkers 

and for the sports clubs by either allowing their dogs to run free and / or not picking up messes. 

Allowing a dog to foul and not picking up the faeces is a criminal offence. However, there does seem 

to be a major problem with enforcement. It is certainly arguable that if there were a couple of 

prosecutions the problem might be significantly reduced. SCDC has an ‘Envirocrime’ section on its 

website which allows for members of the public to report offences. Perhaps more publicity of this 

feature would help. 

The law has recently been changed to introduce PSPOs (Public Spaces Protection Orders) and 

investigation of these might be useful. For example, they can include requirements to keep dogs on 

leads or limit the number of dogs under control of one person. As far as I can see, SCDC has not yet 

looked at introducing these, but Cambridge City Council is consulting (see 

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/news/2014/09/29/council-to-consult-on-new-powers-to-target-

antisocial-behaviour-in-public-places). They can be enforced by a police officer or by a PCSO. 

The Council needs to decide what, if anything, it would like to do in response to the survey and to 

the complaints received. Perhaps the best solution is for a small working party of Councillors to look 

in more detail and make recommendations to the Council. 

Michael Williamson 
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